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Economic development projects and programs involve transportation improvements necessitated by 
new development that is taking place.  Thus, a significant source of local funding for these projects is 
projected to come from mitigation payments and from specific access needs financed by new 
development in the City of Renton. 
 
Operations and safety projects and programs are developed through ongoing analyses of the 
transportation system and are directed mainly toward traffic engineering concerns such as safety and 
congestion.  Projects are identified not only by analysis of traffic counts, accident records and 
geometric data, but also through review and investigation of citizen complaints and requests.   

 
The City of Renton's adopted 2005-20102006-2011 Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program 
includes many of the transportation improvements and programs identified in the Street Network, Transit, 
HOV, Non-motorized and Transportation Demand Management Chapters of this Transportation Element.  
The projects or programs are listed in Table 8.3.  Also shown in Table 8.3 are annual programs 
(transportation system rehabilitation and maintenance, traffic operations and safety; projects and programs, 
ongoing project development).  The following lists various 2005-20102006-2011 TIP projects under each of 
the chapters of the Transportation Element. 
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TABLE  8.3 

CITY OF RENTON SIX-YEAR TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT 
PROGRAM 

(2005-20102006-2011) 
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Street Network 
 
• South Lake Washington Roadway Improvements (TIP #1012) 
• Rainier Avenue – SW 4th Place to SW 7th Street (TIP #1611) 
• Grady Way – Main Avenue to West City Limits (TIP #3534) 
• Lind Avenue S.W. – S.W. 16th Street to S.W. 43rd Street (TIP #4544) 
• Duvall Ave N.E. – Sunset Boulevard to Renton City Limits (TIP #28) 
• Mill Avenue South / Carr Road (TIP #4849) 
• Strander Boulevard – SR-181 to Oakesdale Avenue S.W. (TIP #3) 
• Sunset Boulevard/Duvall Avenue NE (TIP #2947) 
• Benson Road – South 26th Street to South 31st Street (TIP #46) 
• N.E. 3rd/N.E. 4th Corridor Improvements (TIP # 89) 
• Rainier Avenue Corridor Study/Improvements (TIP #76) 
• Lake Washington Blvd. – Park Avenue North to Coulon Park (TIP #3736) 
• Park Avenue North/Sunset Boulevard – North 6th to Duvall Avenue N.E. (TIP #4443) 
• S.W. 7th Street/Lind Avenue S.W. (TIP #55) 
• South Renton Neighborhood Improvements (#1213) 
• N.E. 4th/Hoquiam Avenue N.E. (TIP #1516) 

 
Also included are expenditures for study of the SR 169 Corridor (TIP project #11). 
 
Included in the Six-Year TIP is the Arterial Circulation Program (TIP #1817), which will provide funding 
for further development of multi-modal improvements on Renton's arterials to support the Transportation 
Plan and comply with clean air legislation.  Also included are expenditures for project development studies 
(TIP #1415) for development of future TIP projects and grant applications for currently proposed and future 
TIP projects.   
 
Transit 
 

• Transit Program:  facilities to support regional transit service, local transit service improvements; 
development of park and ride lots, transit amenities (TIP #85) 

• Renton Urban Shuttle (RUSH) Program:  operation of the shuttle bus service within Renton.  (TIP 
#54) 

• Transit Priority Signal System:  development and implementation of traffic signal programming to 
give priority to transit vehicles.  (TIP #49) 

 
Also, the HOV Chapter improvements identified below will be designed to enhance transit service.   

HOV 

• SR-167 / S.W. 27
th
 Street HOV (TIP #2) 

• Sound Transit HOV Direct Access (TIP #23) 
• SR-169 HOV – Sunset Blvd. to east City Limits (TIP #445) 

 
It should be noted that the expenditure shown for Sound Transit HOV Direct Access (TIP #23) is for 
coordination with the State and Sound Transit direct access interchange improvements.   
 
Included in the Six-Year TIP is the Arterial HOV Program (TIP #4342), which will provide funding for 
further development of Renton HOV improvements identified previously in the HOV Plan (Figure 3-1), to 
examine additional routes and corridors for HOV facilities in Renton, and for coordination with direct 
access HOV projects.  
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Non-Motorized 

 
• Benson Road Improvements – South 26th to Main Avenue (TIP #1746) 
• CBD Bike and Pedestrian Connections (TIP #26) 

 
Also included in the proposed Six-Year TIP is the Walkway Program (TIP #910), which will provide 
funding for sidewalk and handicap curb ramp needs identified in the City of Renton Comprehensive 
Citywide Walkway Program.  The Bicycle Route Development Program (TIP #3635) will upgrade existing 
bicycle routes, construct missing links in the bicycle route system, and develop, evaluate, prioritize future 
bicycle facilities.  These projects are in addition to bicycle and pedestrian improvements, anticipated as part 
of arterial, HOV and transit projects. 
 
Implementation of the non-motorized element falls into two categories - walkways/sidewalk and bike 
facilities.  Each of these components are described below. 
 
Walkways/Sidewalks Implementation.  The implementation procedures for the City's comprehensive 
walkway/sidewalk program is detailed in the City of Renton Comprehensive Citywide Walkway Study.  This 
report identifies the sidewalk and curb ramp needs within the City.  Specific improvements will be 
prioritized and will respond to the needs of school children, the aged and persons with disabilities, and will 
support increased use of transit. 
 
Bike Facilities Implementation.  Bicycle facilities include lanes along roadways and signed bicycle routes.  
Current funding is provided for the construction of segments of the Lake Washington Loop Trail. 
 
Bicycle route designation and signing along City roadways is provided on an as-needed basis by the 
Transportation Systems Division of the Planning/Building/Public Works Department.  Project prioritization 
is determined by the Transportation Systems Division in coordination with the Community Services 
Department. 
 
Funding for bicycle signing is provided through the capital improvement programs and the General Fund 
operating budgets of the Transportation Systems Division.  Signing specifically identified as part of 
transportation projects will be funded through the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
 
Trails Implementation.  Many of the planned pedestrian/bicycle facilities in the Long Range Parks, 
Recreation, Open Space and Trails Plan, administered by the Community Services Department, would be 
valuable components of the transportation system, and, therefore, are coordinated with the Transportation 
Plan.  The Long Range, Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Trails Plan contains the recommended six-year 
trails development program.  Only projects that are specifically identified as transportation facilities will be 
included in the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). 
 
TDM/CTR 

 
• Transportation Demand Management Program:  implement Commute Trip Reduction Act 

requirements, other TDM programs (TIP #3130)   
 

Funding Assessment 
A 20-year transportation program has been established having an estimated cost of $134 million.  This 
program was the basis for determining an annual funding level of $6.7 million.  Assuming this annual 
funding level can be maintained over the 20-year period (2002-2022), it is reasonably certain that the 20-
year transportation program can be implemented.  Annual reassessment of transportation needs, continuing 
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to aggressively pursue grant funding, and/or continuation of the strong rate of growth in Renton, which will 
generate higher developer mitigation revenue, will be needed over the intervening years in order to assume 
the 2022 transportation program can be achieved.   
 
The City of Renton's proposed 2005-20102006-2011 Six-Year TIP includes 56 53 individual projects and 
programs, with a total estimated cost of $179.15 28 million.  Of this total cost, approximately $164.2161.6 
million is to be expended over the 2005-20102006-2011 six-year period.  (It should be noted that for several 
projects and programs, expenditures over the six-year period are shown, not the total project or program 
cost.)  The difference of about $15 18 million represents expenditures prior to year 20052006. 
 
The projected revenues over the six-year period, based on the established $6.7 million annual funding, will 
total $40.2 million.  The TIP identified expenditures of $164.2161.6 million is about $124 121 million more 
than the projected revenues.  Of this $124 121 million, approximately $64 61 million represents the amount 
of participation anticipated by the State, Sound Transit, King County, neighboring jurisdictions, and private 
sector contributions on joint projects.  As previously discussed, transportation improvement expenditures of 
other jurisdictions have not been included when establishing the $6.7 million annual funding level.  
Therefore, the Six-Year TIP expenditures exceed projected revenues by $60 million.  
 
In order for projects to be eligible for projected funding, they must be, by law, included in the Six-Year 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  Because it is not possible to know which projects will qualify 
for funding, the Six-Year TIP includes a cross-section of projects to provide a list of projects that will be 
eligible for funding from the various revenue sources, when and if, such funds become available.  The result 
is a Six-Year TIP which has expenditures exceeding projected revenues.   
 
The challenge for the future will be to secure enough funding for the City of Renton, Cities of Tukwila and 
Kent, King County, Sound Transit, and the state to implement the improvements to their respective 
facilities included in the Transportation Plan.  However, several strategies for acquiring needed funding are 
evident at this time.  They include: 

� Establish interjurisdictional funding mechanisms, such as payment of mitigation fees to address 
impacts of growth within adjacent jurisdictions that affect the City of Renton. 

� Update transportation priorities annually and incorporate in the Six-Year Transportation 
Improvement Program. 

� Continue to work more aggressively with adjacent cities, King County, Washington State 
Department of Transportation and other agencies to fund their respective improvements in the 
Transportation Plan, i.e., through joint projects. 

� Continue to work with regional agencies to encourage them to find and fund regional solutions for 
regional transportation problems. 

Mitigation Process 
 
There are new laws and regulations that have tremendous impacts on land use, the need for new or different 
kinds of transportation projects and programs, and costs and funding of transportation projects.  Examples 
are the Wetlands Management Ordinance, Surface Water Management Ordinance, the Clean Air Act, 
Commute Trip Reduction Act, Endangered Species Act, and the Growth Management Act.  As a result, a 
transportation mitigation policy and process has been developed as part of the transportation plan.  This  

 


